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Experience and theories

• My experience of language learning
• Your experience of language learning
• Where you are at now
How confident are you feeling about using target language in your lessons?
How confident are you feeling about the amount of target language which you use?

• Theories of target language use



Theories of target language use
1. The direct method
2. The bilingual method
3. “As much as we can!”
4. People do not agree! The Language Gym

Current advice:
From the British council
Research I can relate to , also here

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Direct_method_(education)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilingual_method
https://gianfrancoconti.wordpress.com/category/target-language-use/
https://www.britishcouncil.org/voices-magazine/essential-tips-teachers-modern-languages
http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:651103/FULLTEXT01.pdf
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=2bnmj2yqe5AC&pg=PA73&lpg=PA73&dq=the+target+language+in+the+classroom+where+are+we+now&source=bl&ots=MIqUszsk46&sig=abUt6ywjPKLz_4R69oIOG0mX46s&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiU5MjdxLHXAhWp54MKHSVCBO0Q6AEIeTAJ#v=onepage&q=the%20target%20language%20in%20the%20classroom%20where%20are%20we%20now&f=false


WE ARE PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS!

Teachers Talking French

How it can help us, with concrete suggestions, recycling language:
• “Ecoutez moi / Ecoutez John”
• Using hooks: 5, 4, 3, 2, un et demi, 1, 0 (which children join in 

with!)
• Use cognates when possible, eg “paragraphe, page”
• Add instructions as you go along (rather than lessons on them)
• Gives pointers and helps to make connections, eg “donnez”, 

same origin as a donor, to donate
• Helps with vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar
• Encourages to be playful, eg “chouette, chapeau!”





How would YOU introduce 
these phrases?



NOW HOW DO WE GET THE CHILDREN TO SPEAK TO US 
AND TO EACH OTHER IN FRENCH?
• How do you do it?
• To speak to each other in French: during pair and group work
• To speak to us and each other in French: during games
• To speak to us in French: classroom routines



A new –er verb : tricher
Masculine/feminine : tricheur ! Tricheuse !
Avoir : j’ai raison/tort

tu as raison/tort
il/elle a raison/tort

Etre : je suis d’accord
Question : es-tu d’accord ?
Negative : je ne suis pas d’accord !
Possessive : c’est mon/ton/son tour
C’est le tour de …
Opinions: Je pense que c’est vrai / c’est faux
Praise: Tape m’en cinq!
NOW DO THE QUIZ AND COME UP WITH WHAT YOU/YOU THINK THE CHILDREN WOULD 
LIKE TO KNOW HOW TO SAY IN FRENCH



Other resources and practical advice:
• ALL Connect: KS2 Speaking , accessible to all through the ALL 

website;  target language pages 12 and 13
• ALL Connect: KS2 Language Coordinator’s Handbook; pages 47-

55, target language for the classroom , including a languages 
ambassador / monitor

• ALL The Barry Jones Archive: Target language. You speak, 
they speak: focus on target language use

• A module on teacher’s use of the target language
• The Open University
• Practical tips by Flashsticks

https://allconnectblog.wordpress.com/category/ks2-speaking/
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/
https://allconnectblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/ks2-speaking-part-1-self-access-notes-pages.pdf
https://allconnectblog.wordpress.com/category/ks2-coordinators-handbook/
https://allconnectblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/all-connect-ks2-languages-coordinator-handbook1.pdf
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/You-speak-they-speak.pdf
http://languagesinitiative.ie/mainmenublog/news/item/213-news-teachers-use-of-the-target-language
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/education/teaching-secondary-modern-foreign-languages/content-section-2.3
https://flashsticks.com/5-top-tips-for-using-target-language-in-tips-for-using-target-language-in-the-classroom/


Is it about…
finding the right balance for YOUR class(es)?

Now how confident are you feeling about using target language in 
your lessons?
How confident are you feeling about the amount of target 
language which you will be using in the future?

Last quotes to challenge us: 
“Overexpose the learners to a wealth of superfluous.” (Daniel 
Alliot, June 2017)
“You can do a lot with a bit of language.” (Jenny Carpenter, 
November 2017)


